Understanding operative intervention in childbirth: a patient perspective.
A study was undertaken to ascertain patients' understanding of the operative interventions in labour and to assess follow-up by the operator. A total of 200 consecutive women who had undergone caesarean section or instrumental delivery were selected. These women were questioned postoperatively. Questions were asked to ascertain the patients' understanding of the procedure and to assess follow-up by the operator. Seven patients had a forceps delivery, 64 had a ventouse delivery and 129 had a caesarean section. The majority of patients felt that the reason for the operative delivery had been explained to them at delivery and that they fully understood the need for this intervention. A total of 26 women were not seen postoperatively by the doctor who delivered them. Women who underwent forceps or ventouse delivery were less likely to be seen post-delivery, although this difference did not reach statistical significance.